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WELCOME MESSAGE
Dear Colleagues,

It is with great enthusiasm that we welcome you to the 5th Emirates Pediatric Bone Marrow 
Transplant and Gene Therapy Congress (EPBMT 2026), taking place on 26–27 September 2026 at 
Sofitel Abu Dhabi Corniche, Abu Dhabi, UAE, with the Pediatric Bone Marrow Transplant Course 
scheduled on 27 September 2026.

As the field of pediatric transplantation and gene therapy continues to evolve rapidly, EPBMT 2026 
serves as a vital platform for advancing scientific dialogue, strengthening multidisciplinary 
collaboration, and shaping the future of care for children with complex hematological and 
immunological disorders. This congress aims to unite clinicians, researchers, scientists, nurses, 
pharmacists, and allied healthcare professionals from across the region and around the world to 
exchange expertise and explore the latest breakthroughs transforming patient outcomes.

This year, we are proud to introduce the Pediatric BMT Course 2026, a specialized educational 
initiative designed to support the next generation of pediatric transplant professionals. Led by an 
esteemed international faculty from the USA, UK, Italy, Germany, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and India, the 
course will provide participants with valuable clinical insights, practical knowledge, and interactive 
learning experiences focused on the foundations and advancements of pediatric bone marrow 
transplantation.

The congress scientific program has been thoughtfully developed to address emerging trends, 
innovative therapies, challenging clinical cases, and evolving standards in HSCT, gene therapy, and 
cellular therapies. Through keynote lectures, expert panel discussions, abstract presentations, and 
scientific exchange, EPBMT 2026 will continue to foster innovation, collaboration, and excellence in 
pediatric healthcare.

Beyond the scientific sessions, the congress o�ers an opportunity to build meaningful professional 
connections and encourage regional and international partnerships that contribute to the 
advancement of pediatric transplant medicine.

We are honored to host you in Abu Dhabi and look forward to an inspiring and impactful gathering 
with colleagues dedicated to improving the lives of children worldwide.

See you in Abu Dhabi!

Dr. Zainul Aabideen Prof. Rupert Handgretinger
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•  Increase knowledge in bone marrow transplant in pediatrics.
•  Deepen understanding of advanced topics in bone marrow transplant.
•  Address the unmet need for greater understanding of and the screening for long-term complications
   in the growing population of survivors of transplantation for nonmalignant disorders
•  Improve care of pediatric BMT patients
•  Provide the tools for a successful bone marrow transplant and immune e�ector cellular therapy in an
   educational setting.
•  Provide exposure and training in BMT
•  Discuss updates in research in the field of BMT, and/or cellular therapy.
•  Allow the opportunity to improve medical knowledge, and overall subspecialty competence related to
   the areas of bone marrow transplant.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

•  BMT for Non-Malignant conditions such as Hemoglobinopathies, Primary Immune Deficiency, Inherited
   Bone Marrow Syndromes, and metabolic conditions.
•  BMT for malignant conditions.
•  Autologous BMT in children.
•  Pre-transplantation workup. 
•  Management of complications during BMT.
•  Supportive care in BMT.
•  Infections during BMT, monitoring, prevention, and treatment.
•  Stem cell manipulations in pediatric BMT.
•  Late E�ects after Pediatric Hematopoietic Cell Transplantation 
•  And many more

HIGHLIGHTED TOPICS

•  Full two-day program.
•  Presentations by renowned expert speakers 
•  Interactive Sessions 
•  Connecting scientific community 
•  World class exhibits.
•  Pre-Conference Pediatric BMT Course

KEY FEATURES

•  Meeting renowned experts from around the world
•  Networking and developing new partnerships 
•  Learning and sharing best practices
•  Get introduced to success stories & achievements
•  Learning novel concepts & practices in Pediatric
   Bone Marrow Transplant

WHY YOU SHOULD ATTEND?

This activity is designed to meet the needs of: 
•  Pediatric oncologist.
•  Pediatric hematologist.
•  Pediatric BMT physicians.
•  Pediatric infectious disease physician.
•  Pediatric gastroenterologist.
•  Pediatric other Subspecialists 
•  Pediatric Trainees 
•  Pediatric hematology, oncology, and BMT
   residents & Fellows.
•  Stem cell lab professionals.
•  Specialist Nurses 
•  Psycho-social counsellors.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
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ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Dr. Zainul Aabideen
CCT(UK),�FRCPCH, Conference Chair
Chairman Organising
Consultant and Head of Pediatric Haematology,
Oncology & BMT, 
Burjeel Medical City Abu Dhabi, UAE

Dr. Muhammad Faisal Khanani
Co-Chair of Organizing Committee
Chief, Division of Pediatric Hematology
and Oncology, Consultant Pediatric Oncology
Tawam Hospital, Al Ain, UAE

Dr. Mustafa Baroudi
Consultant Pediatric Oncologist Hematologist, 
NMC Royal Hospital, Khalifa City, 
Abu Dhabi, UAE

Dr. Samina Afzal
Consultant Pediatric Hematology  & 
Oncologist, Sheikh Khalifa Medical City, 
Abu Dhabi, UAE

Dr. Hani Humad
Consultant Pediatrician
Pediatric Oncology/ Hematology Unit
Al Jalila Children’s Hospital, Dubai, UAE

Mr. Mohammed Alfar
Oncology pharmacy manager
Burjeel Medical City, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Dr. Grace Nehme
Pediatric Hematologist Oncologist,
Clemenceau Medical Center,
Dubai, UAE

Dr. Philip Shabo 
Senior Director of Operations- (BCI)
Burjeel Medical City 
Abu Dhabi, UAE

Dr. Naser Al Zien 
Head of Service and Consultant Pediatric 
Hematology/Oncology, Mediclinic-Middle east
Adjunct Clinical Associate Professor of 
Pediatric hematology/oncology
Mediclinic-Middle east, Mohammed Bin Rashid 
University of Medicine and Health Sciences
(MBRU), Dubai, UAE

Mr. Abdullah Odat
Pediatric Hematology / Oncology and 
BMT Operational Manager , 
Burjeel Medical city
Abu Dhabi , UAE

Mohammed Taher Dar-Yahya
Assistant Director of Nursing-Oncology, 
Burjeel Cancer Institute
Abu Dhabi, UAE

Dr. Nancy Israel
Specialist Pediatric Hematology Oncology
NMC Royal Hospital, Sharjah UAE

Dr. Sagar Mohan Nivargi
Specialist - Department of Pediatric Hematology
Oncology & Bone Marrow Transplantation,
Burjeel Medical City, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Dr. Haytham Al Jabour
Pediatic hematology, 
Oncology and BMT Specialist, 
Sheikh Khalifa Medical City, 
Abu Dhabi, UAE

Dr. Deepthi Boddu
Consultant Pediatric Oncology
Burjeel Speciality Hospital, Sharjah, UAE

Dr. Fatheya Abbas Al-khaja
Director of Dubai Thalassemia Center
Dubai Health 
Dubai, UAE
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Mr. Khalid Al Habaiba
Nurse Manager,
Pediatric Hematology-Oncology Unit,
Tawam Hospital, Al Ain, UAE

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Dr. Sakher Obeidat
Specialist Pediatric Hematology – 
Oncology and BMT
Abu Dhabi Stem Cells Center(ADSCC)
Abu Dhabi, UAE

Dr. Mousa Qatawneh
Pediatric Hemato-Oncology Consultant
Sheikh Khalifa Medical City
Abu Dhabi, UAE 

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
Prof. Dr. Rupert Handgretinger
Conference Co-Chair, Chairman Scientific committee 
Prof. emeritus, Children's University Hospital, Germany
George and Jennifer Yeo Endowed Chair for
Pediatric Hematology, National University Singapore;
Consultant, Abu Dhabi Stem Cells Center (ADSCC)
and Yas Clinic Khalifa City (YCKC), Abu Dhabi, UAE

Dr. Zainul Aabideen
CCT(UK),�FRCPCH
Conference Chair
Chairman Organising & Scienti�c Committee
Consultant and Head of Pediatric Haematology,
Oncology & BMT, Burjeel Medical City Abu Dhabi, UAE

Prof. Hanan Fawzy Nazir
Abouelkhel 
Professor of Pediatric Hematology,
Alexandria University, Consultant and
Head of Pediatric Hematology Unit, 
Al Qassimi Women and Children Hospital, Sharjah, UAE

Dr. Mohammed Al Nuaimi
Consultant Physician, Pediatric Hematology
and Oncology, Bone Marrow Transplant and
Cellular Therapy, Sheikh Khalifa Medical City,
& Adjunct Assistant Professor,
College of Medicine and Health Sciences,
United Arab Emirates University, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Prof. Shahrukh Hashmi 
Director of Research Development, 
Department of Health, 
Abu Dhabi, UAE

Dr. Eman Rashid Mohamed
Taryam Alshamsi
Consultant and acting head of Pediatric
Hematology oncology
Al Jalila children specialty hospital
Dubai, UAE

Dr. Mohammad Fahed Abdullah
Consultant Pediatric Hematologist Oncologist,
Burjeel Medical City, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Dr. David Dennison
Consultant, Hematology and 
Bone Marrow Transplant
Abu Dhabi Stem Cells Center(ADSCC)
Abu Dhabi, UAE

Prof. Fouzia Nambiatheyil
Aboobacker
Co-Chair of scientific committee
Professor of Hematology
Consultant Pediatric Hematology
Department of Hematology,
Burjeel Medical City, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Dr. Fouad H. Chehab
Director of Nursing 
Burjeel Cancer Institute
Abu Dhabi, UAE
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Dr. Funda Cipe
Pediatric Allergy Immunology Subspecialist
Al Qassimi Women's & Children's Hospital,
Sharjah, UAE

Dr. Anjan Madasu
Pediatric hemato-oncologist & BMT Physician
Al Jalila Children’s Hospital, Dubai, UAE

Dr. Abdul Hakim Al-Rawas
President, Omani Society of 
Hematology(OSH), Senior  Consultant, 
Pediatric Hematology/Oncology & HSCT, 
Department of Child Health, 
Sultan Qaboos University Hospital, Oman

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Dr. Mehran Karimi
Professor Emeritus of Pediatric
Hematology and Oncology
Consultant Pediatric Hematologist-Oncologist
American Hospital Dubai, UAE

Dr. Layla Ali Eisa Mohamed Alreyami
Consultant Physician
Hematology/Oncology
Tawam Hospital, Al Ain, UAE

Prof. Faisal M. Khan
Professor, Cumming School of Medicine, 
University of Calgary, Canada
CEO, OncoHelix-Colab, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Clinical Director, Hematology Translational Lab, 
University of Calgary, Canada

Dr. Charbel Khalil
Cell Therapy  Lab Director Reviva Regenerative 
Medicine Center, Bsalim,Lebanon
Cell Therapy Lab Director Burjeel Medical City, 
Abu Dhabi, UAE, Assistant Professor Lebanese 
American University of Beirut School of Medicine
Lebanon

Dr. Najam Awan
Consultant Pediatric Hematologist Oncologist, 
Tawam Hospital, Al Ain, UAE

Dr. Mohammed Ramzan
Pediatric Hematologist -
Oncologist and BMT
Burjeel Medical City, Abu Dhabi ,UAE

Dr. Fulvio Porta
Senior Consultant & Director 
Pediatric Oncohaematology and BMT Unit
Children's Hospital, Spedali Civili, 
Brescia, Italy

Dr. Lawrence Faulkner
Pediatric Hematologist-Oncologist &
Bone Marrow Transplant Specialist
Cure2Children Foundation, Florence, Italy

Dr. Amr Abdalla Salem Dahdouh
Consultant of Pediatric Hematology/
Oncology and HSCT
Sultan Qaboos University
Muscat, Oman

Prof. Andrew R Gennery
Professor of Paediatric Immunology & HSCT
Honorary Consultant 
Newcastle University and 
Great North Children’s Hospital, UK 

INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD
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Dr. Mohammad Alshahrani
Consultant Pediatric Hematology/
Oncology and BMT, 
Prince Sultan Military Medical City, 
Saudi Arabia, Riyadh

Dr. Ayman Saleh
Division Chief of Pediatric Hematology,
Oncology & BMT,
Sidra, Medicine, Doha, Qatar

Dr. Sondus Ibrahim AlSharidah
Chairman of Pediatric Haematology Oncology
Department, Head of SCT Unit,
NBK specialized Children's Hospital, Kuwait

Prof. Djamila Polatova
Director General
The Center for Pediatric Hematology, 
Oncology and Clinical Immunology
Tashkent, Uzbekistan

Dr. Gaurav Kharya
Director Centre for Bone Marrow Transplant
& Cellular Therapy
Indraprastha Apollo Hospital
Delhi,India

Prof. Miguel R. Abboud 
Professor of Paediatrics (Haematology Oncology) 
Chairman of the Department of Paediatrics
and Adolescent Medicine
American University of Beirut (AUB)
Medical Centre, Beirut, Lebanon

INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD

Dr. Sunil Bhat
Vice-Chairman, Oncology Collegium, 
Narayana Health Group of Hospitals,
Director & Clinical Lead Pediatric Hematology,
Oncology, & Blood & Marrow Transplantation,
Narayana Health Network Hospitals -
SRCC NH Children's Hospital, Mumbai, India
Mazumdar Shaw Cancer Centre, Narayana Health City Bangalore, India 

Dr. Rabi Hanna
Chair, Department of Pediatric Hematology- 
Oncology and Blood & Marrow Transplantation  
Director of Pediatric BMT program
Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland Clinic Children’s
Cleveland, Ohio, USA

Dr. Vinod K. Prasad
Professor, Pediatric Transplant and Cellular Therapy, 
Duke University School of Medicine, Durham, NC, USA
Vice President, Medical A�airs and Clinical Research 
& Development, bluebird bio, Somerville, MA, USA
Chapel Hill, USA

Dr. Asim Belgaumi 
Member | Department of Global Pediatric Medicine 
Director, Eastern Mediterranean Regional Hub Dubai 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
USA

Dr. Rawad Suleiman Rihani
Chairperson, Department of Pediatrics,
Pediatric Blood & Marrow Transplantation
and Cellular Therapy
King Hussein Cancer Center
Amman, Jordan

Dr. Daniel von Allmen
President, Cincinnati Children's Health Consultancy
Professor of Surgery, University of Cincinnati
Cincinnati Children's Hospital
Cincinnati, Ohio  USA

Dr. Michael Grimley
Professor of Clinical Pediatrics, 
Medical Director, Bone Marrow Transplant 
and Immune Deficiency, Cincinnati 
Children's Hospital Medical Center, USA

Prof. Dr. Alaa Elhadad
Head of Pediatric Oncology Department 
and BMT Unit, CCHE 57357
Former Dean, National Cancer Institute 
Cairo, Egypt
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Pediatric Bone Marrow
Transplant Course 2026
27 SEPTEMBER 2026 | Sofitel Abu Dhabi Corniche, UAE

The Pediatric BMT Course 2026 is a comprehensive and 
interactive educational program designed for trainees and 
early-career healthcare professionals specializing in Paediatric 
Bone Marrow Transplantation. The course o�ers a unique 
opportunity to engage with renowned international faculty 
from leading institutions across the USA, UK, Italy, Germany, 
Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and India.

Course Highlights & Topics
1.    Introduction to Bone Marrow Transplantation, Cell & Gene Therapy
2.   Histocompatibility (HLA) Typing and Its Clinical Relevance
3.   Stem Cell Harvest and Cryopreservation
4.   Autologous HSCT (HDC + ASCR): Background, Emerging Indications, and Practical 
      Considerations
5.   Donor Selection for Paediatric HSCT: MRD, MUD, and Haploidentical Donors
6.   Practical Aspects of Conditioning Chemotherapy and Serotherapy
7.   Graft Manipulation Techniques
8.   GvHD Prophylaxis Strategies
9.   Management of Acute GvHD: An Algorithmic Approach
10. Management of Chronic GvHD
11.   Viral Infections in HSCT: Diagnosis and Management
12. Endothelial Complications: Risk Prediction and Prophylaxis
13. Principles of Haploidentical Bone Marrow Transplantation
14. Cell & Gene Therapy: Current Landscape and Future Directions

Who Should Attend
•   Pediatric BMT Trainees
•   Pediatric Hematology/Oncology
     Fellows
•   Pediatric Clinicians involved in
     Transplant Medicine



ATTENDEES SUMMARY

691
Attendees

45
Faculty

26
Lectures

32
Posters

09
Sponsors

07
Sessions

DOH CME : 16.3            European CME : 16

02
Symposium

01
BMT Course

•  BMT for Non-Malignant conditions such as Hemoglobinopathies, Primary Immune
   Deficiency, Inherited Bone Marrow Syndromes, & metabolic conditions
•  BMT for malignant conditions
•  Autologous BMT in children
•  Pre-transplantation workup
•  Management of complications during BMT
•  Supportive care in BMT
•  Infections during BMT, monitoring, prevention, and treatment
•  Stem cell manipulations in pediatric BMT
•  Late E�ects after Pediatric Hematopoietic Cell Transplantation

Highlighted Topics

Why Delegates Attend This Conference

Keep up to date to the
latest trend on BMT

94%
Meet industry
colleagues

93%

Of the delegates rated
the speakers as excellent

90%
Establish new contacts
and collaborations

92%

Conference Glimpse 2025



TESTIMONIALS
Dr. Azza Ayad – Pediatric Hematology Oncology Consultant, Cairo, Egypt
The conference provided an exceptional platform to engage with leading experts in pediatric BMT and 
gene therapy. The sessions were informative, and the interactive discussions allowed for a practical 
understanding of the latest advances. I found the event highly organized and professionally executed. 
It was a valuable learning experience for my practice.

Dr. Tayseer Alsaad – Pediatric Oncologist, Sidra Medicine, Doha, Qatar
This congress was extremely well-structured, o�ering insights into cutting-edge research and clinical applications. The 
speakers were highly knowledgeable, and the sessions encouraged meaningful discussions. It has strengthened my 
understanding and approach in pediatric oncology. I look forward to participating in future editions.

Dr. Shnrwe Azim – Specialist Nurse, Hiwa Cancer Hospital, Sulaymaneyah, Iraq
This was my first experience attending a BMT-focused international conference, and it exceeded all expectations. The 
lectures were insightful, and the hands-on sessions were particularly helpful. I feel inspired and motivated to implement 
new techniques in my clinical practice. The organizers did an excellent job.

Dr. Mohamed Abd Elwaged Kamal – Pediatric Oncology 
Specialist, Cairo, Egypt
An outstanding congress with excellent speakers. The 
ECP in Low Weight Children session was highly insightful, 
o�ering practical knowledge and expert discussions. A 
truly well-organized and educational event.

Dr. Muhanad Alshathly – Specialist, SQUH, Al Khodh, 
Oman
This conference delivered exceptional scientific content 
with practical clinical relevance. The sessions were 
interactive, allowing knowledge exchange with leaders in 
the field. It was a highly professional experience that will 
benefit both my practice and ongoing research.

Dr. Abdul Rahman Alsaad – Pediatrician, Jordan 
Hospital, Amman, Jordan
The conference provided an excellent overview of 
pediatric BMT and emerging therapies. The session on 
Gene Therapy for SCID: Updates from the Ongoing RAG1 
Trial o�ered valuable insights, and the event was 
impeccably organized. An enriching and practical 
learning experience.

Dr. Hassan Al-Trabolsi – Consultant, King Faisal 
Specialist Hospital, Jeddah, KSA
This was an outstanding professional gathering that 
combined advanced scientific content with clinical 
applicability. The sessions were engaging, well-paced, 
and covered relevant topics in pediatric transplantation. 
Networking with international peers was highly beneficial. 
I highly value the knowledge gained from this event.

Dr. Israa Mohamed – Pediatrician, Seha Clinic, Al Ain, UAE
The conference o�ered high-quality presentations and interactive sessions that enhanced clinical understanding. It was 
well-structured, with practical case studies and discussions. Attending this event has enriched my knowledge in pediat-
ric BMT therapies and gene therapy applications. An excellent professional experience.

Dr. Raheeg Ali – General Practitioner, Healthline Medical Center, Abu Dhabi, UAE
The sessions were insightful and addressed key challenges in pediatric BMT management. Presenta-
tions were interactive, and case discussions were particularly useful. The conference was highly 
informative, o�ering both knowledge and practical tools for improving patient care. A must-attend 
for healthcare professionals.

Dr. Naseem Fahad – Consultant Pediatric Oncology, Ministry of Health, Janabiya, Bahrain
The congress was remarkable in its organization and content quality. Sessions were comprehensive, covering recent 
innovations and treatment guidelines. The interactive format enhanced engagement, providing a deeper understanding 
of pediatric BMT practices. I highly recommend it to fellow professionals.
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Personal Details

HOW TO REGISTER

The organizing committee reserve the right to make any modifications to the programme in occurrence of any unforeseen circumstances.

Please select the conference that is relevant to your speciality.

Registration Fees

REGISTRATION CATEGORY

Doctors

Non-Doctors

Students

Cancellation / Substitution Policy

If you are unable to attend, a substitute delegate will be very welcome
in your place. If this is not suitable, a 20% administration fee will apply.
Registrations cancelled less than two weeks before the event are non
refundable.

Event Venue

Full Name:

Job Title:

Place of Work:

City:

Mobile: Tel (work):

Email:

Yes, I would like to receive information on future events by e-mail.                  I do not want my address to appear on the delegates list.

Fax:

www.epbmtc.ae

Tel.: +971 24 919 888

Please choose one of the following mode of payment

By Online (www.menaconference.com)

By Credit card

By cheque payable to MENA

By Bank Transfer

Payments

Account Name

Bank Name

Bank Account No.

Swift Code

Iban No.

MIDDLE EAST NORTH AFRICA CONFERENCE

BANK OF BARODA, HAMDAN STREET, ABU DHABI

90020200006131

BARBAEADADH

AE290110090020200006131

BANK TRANSFER

Organizing O�ice

For registration and further information, please contact

Mr. Afsal &
Ms. Maria

Tel: +971 2 4919888
Mob.: +971 56 503 3747, +971 54 289 6801
Email: afsal@menaconference.com
mary@menaconference.com

www.menaconference.com

A confirmation email will be sent upon receipt of your registration form. 
Please note that full payment must be received prior to the event. 
Payment can be made via Online / Credit card / Cheque/Bank drafts in 
AED.  All payment should be in favour of  Mena Conference

w w w . m e n a c o n f e r e n c e . c o m

*Additional 5% VAT will be Applicable on all Fees 

Sofitel Abu Dhabi Corniche, UAE

Middle East North Africa Conference Company LLC

AED 900

AED 600

AED 500

Fees
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